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Coast Guard,
fishermen made
a smart move

T Ramavarman | T

Kochi: The Coast Guard hacd
actually tricked the Italian ship
“There were four merchant ves-
sels and we asked each of them
whether thev had a piracy inei-
dent. When Enrica Lexie offi-
cials confirmed they had an
encounter with pi-
rates, we asked
them to sail to Kochi
to identify the pi-
rates, We informend
them that they were
uncer invest igat ion
for the murder of
twio fishermen only

after thev reached s
theouter anchorage @

off Kochi port.” ¢pepaers

Coast Guard region-

was diverted to the area arouncd
18.00hours, Coast Guard s Dorn-
e squadron was pressad into
service at 18.10 hours, and patrol
vesse] Lalshmi Baiwas directed
to sa1l to the area for foree aug-
mentation. By 18.20 hours,
MRCC had four suspect vessels
operating in the probable area.

mmashaiarsy a1l mnitial inputs

were correlated
with four of them to
identify the suspect
merchant vessa] by
18.20 hours.

The Southern
Maval Command
sent INS Kabra to
augment foroe level
at 19.00 hours, and
by 20,15, Lakshmi

al commander
(western region) 5 P S Basra
said on Friday
There were possibilit ies thai
the Italian crew would have ei-
therdenied or shown reluctance
to cooperate if they were inti-
mated earlier. he said. Prompi
reporting by fishermen helped
them miercept the ship, he said.
Coast Guard vessel Sambar

Bai picked up AIS
transmission of the
vessel, The vessel was inter-
cepted and told to procesd to
Kochi under escort. It reached
Kocht at 22.25 hours.

The details of the case were
disclosed to the Italian crew
anly when Kerala police offi-
cials and Coast Guarnd personnel
boarded the ship after the vessel
reacherd] Kochi
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